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HON PETER KATSAMBANIS (North Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: I rise to speak about one of the great tourist 
attractions in Western Australia, Hillarys Boat Harbour, which as we know has a wonderful offering for retail, 
hospitality, boating and swimming. It is so popular that every year it is always one of the top two or three 
attractions in the state for visitors. More than 4.5 million people visit Hillarys marina every year and the vast 
majority of them have a wonderful time. Unfortunately, last weekend a horrific incident occurred, which was 
reported in the media, in which an elderly gentleman was attacked by a nasty criminal while sitting in a motor 
vehicle. After attacking and stabbing that elderly gentleman, that criminal went into the local suburbs in the 
Sorrento area and attacked another man who was going about his business as a builder working on a building 
site. Both men attacked ended up in hospital and it was only through the actions of some good Samaritans from 
the building site that the offender was apprehended. He is behind bars and hopefully will be there for a long 
time, without wanting to prejudice his court case in any way. 

That incident shows how a wonderful family atmosphere that attracts many visitors can easily be disturbed by 
only one or two bad people intent on causing mayhem and destruction in a place in which people are enjoying 
themselves. It brought to bear particularly for the traders in the area and local residents who use Hillarys marina 
all the time, how scary such incidents can be. After talking to the traders and residents in the area, it has become 
apparent that things could be done to make that area even safer than it is and to ensure that the authorities, the 
police, are able to respond very quickly when such incidents happen. We do not need to look far away for an 
example of a place in which police action has resulted in an area of our city becoming a lot safer. I talk about the 
police bicycle patrols in Northbridge. As I mention that, I see members across the chamber nodding their heads. 
Anyone who talks to the traders or the people who enjoy Northbridge knows that Northbridge has become 
a much safer place since the bike patrol was introduced. The traders, residents, local government authority and 
police all say the same thing: high police visibility in a heavy traffic area allows people to feel safer. High police 
visibility deters criminals from entering the area and from committing crimes, and when an incident happens, of 
course, the police presence in the area means a quicker response. 

It is difficult for police cars to access Hillarys marina and the entertainment precinct around the marina. The 
police have to park in the car park and then rush through the crowds to get to an incident, so it lends itself well to 
the implementation of bike patrols, just as happened in Northbridge. It ought to be considered and would be 
welcomed by the traders, retailers and all users of Hillarys marina. The introduction of bike patrols would mean 
that local residents, businesses and tourists feel safer. As I said, it would act as a strong deterrent for bad people 
even attending the premises in the first place, and if there ever was an incident, it would lead to quicker response 
times. 

I understand this is an operational matter for the police, but as a local Hillarys resident and member for the 
North Metropolitan Region, I want to see that facility and that area grow, thrive and prosper. I want to see it 
remain a family friendly place, as it always has been. I want to see it remain a strong employment base for local 
people in the area, particularly young people and working mums who are able to obtain part-time employment at 
a lot of the premises on the marina and its surrounds, and along the boardwalk. I want to encourage as many 
Western Australians and tourists to Western Australia to visit Hillarys Boat Harbour, Hillarys marina, and enjoy 
the facilities there. 

As someone who deeply cares about the area and deeply cares about that facility and the people who use it and 
the people who run their businesses there, I believe the introduction of a bike patrol, particularly on weekends 
and especially during the busy summer months that we are coming into, would add to people’s safety and 
security and help deter the isolated incident—I stress it was an isolated incident—that we saw on the weekend, 
and would help to increase safety. Of course, the bike patrols could move a little further and patrol the 
West Coast Highway, the adjacent surf club, and the adjacent safe swimming beach that will be open once the 
shark safety barriers go up at Sorrento Beach, and they would really add to the safety and security of that 
precinct so that all people who visit it, Western Australians and tourists alike, can feel safe at all times there. 
I encourage WA Police to take the successful model of the bike patrols in Northbridge and expand it to the 
Hillarys Boat Harbour. They do not have to operate on a full-time basis if they do not want to; they can 
implement it on a trial basis in the summer months. They can start with weekends and extend from there. I can 
assure WA Police that the bike patrol will be extremely welcome in the local area and will be extremely 
successful, just as it is in Northbridge. 
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